A. J., 19 years of age. The patient complained of palpitation and dyspnoea, to which she has been more or less subject since childhood, but increasingly so in the last four months. She has always suffered more or less when walking fast or in going upstairs, but the attacks have not been at all severe until lately. Even now they do not interfere with sleep, or prevent her lying down. They are influenced by food, and she is appreciably breathless after a heavy meal. There have been no other cardiac symptoms, and, in particular, dropsy has been absent until lately, when there has been some slight swelling of the feet.
The menses came on at the age of 14, but have always been irregular, and sometimes four or five months have elapsed between successive periods. There is no particular discomfort at these times, but the discharge is notably black in colour.
On examination, very marked cyanosis is to be observed, especially in the hands, face, and feet. This condition has been present since birth. It is accompanied by clubbing of the ends of the digits, and curvature of the nails. The feet are slightly swollen.
There is no enlargement of the liver. The heart presents a distinct enlargement of the right ventricle, the right border of dulness being situated to the right of the sternum. A loud V.S. murmur is to be heard over the basal and tricuspid regions, but best in the pulmonic area.
The general development has not been interfered with to any notable extent, although the 
